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+ & Decoding a Writing Prompt : clustering and Idea Mapping Subcategories for an Essay

Starting in Kouki terms, critical thinking takes a more active role in the

classroom. Students need to be able to create their own ideas regarding
a given topic using a least 250 words. To accomplish the higher-order
thinking skills this requires, it is important that there is a lot of
differentiated instruction. This lesson will start with a frontloading
activity to determine how much general knowledge the students have
about the essay prompt. Rather than lecture, the instruction will be driven
by asking students questions that will help guide their ideas for group

W discussion. Using cooperative learning as a way to help students self-

assess their own ideas and gain additional ideas from their peers, students
engage 1n reciprocal teaching when each group is responsible for sharing
the key points with the rest of the class. This activity holds each student
accountable for participation during the class while helping the teacher
find what types of ideas from the student can be used as means of
scaffolding into the structure of the essay. By the end of class, students
should have a clear idea of what they are expected to accomplish in all four
paragraphs of their essay. The essay rough draft will be written for
homework, and peer assessment will be used in the follow-up lesson.
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